California Department of Health Services ( Immunization Branch ( 2115 Berkeley Way ( Berkeley, CA 94704

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILD CARE

Parents must present their child’s Immunization Record prior to enrollment. Acceptable copies are the yellow California Immunization Record, PM-298, or the Immunization History filled out by the physician on Physician’s Report-Child Care Centers, LU 701.

Here are the immunizations (shots) required to attend child care, by age:

AGE WHEN ENROLLING
IMMUNIZATIONS (SHOTS) REQUIRED

2 – 3 months
1 each of Polio, DTP, Hib, Hep B

4 – 5 months
2 each of Polio, DTP, Hib, Hep B

6 – 14 months
3 DTP

2 each of Polio, Hib, Hep B

15 – 17 months
3 DTP

2 each of Polio and Hep B

1 MMR; must be on or after the first birthday

At least 1 Hib given on or after the first birthday

 (regardless of any doses given before the first birthday)

18 months – 4 years
3 Polio

4 DTP

3 Hep B

1 MMR; must be on or after the first birthday

At least 1 Hib given on or after the first birthday

 (regardless of any doses given before the first birthday)

1 Varicella

DTP: Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis combined vaccine. Record may show DTP, DT, or DTaP.

Hib: Haemophilus influenza type B vaccine.

MMR: Measles, mumps, rubella combined vaccine.

Hep B: Hepatitis B. Required as of August 1, 1997

Varicella: (Chicken Pox Vaccine) If your child has had chicken pox ask your doctor to note it on your immunization record to meet the requirement.  

Children may be admitted who are behind on their immunizations, provided the child is up-to-date (no shots are currently due). The next shots must be received when they are due.

Exemptions: The law allows a) parents/guardians to elect exemptions to immunization requirements based on their personal beliefs, and b) physicians of children to elect medical exemptions to them. The law does not allow parents/guardians to elect an exemption because the “shot” record is lost or incomplete and it is too much trouble to go to a physician or clinic to correct the problem. 

______________________________________________________________________

Reference:

Health and Safety Code Sections 120325-120375 (formerly Sections 3380-3390):

California Administrative Code, Title 17 Sections 6000-6075

